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Body text (200 – 350 words). A well thought out abstract determines whether your paper will be accepted for a conference presentation, or your publication selected for further reading. An abstract summarizes, in one paragraph (usually 200-300 words) that is either unstructured or structured (with sub-headings), the main aspects of an entire research paper/thesis. The best approach is to plan your abstract using the seven points below, and then use these to structure your abstract. 1. Introduction: Describe what topic/phenomenon your paper/thesis covers. Provide the reader with a background to the study/present the main idea of the paper/thesis. Avoid unnecessary content. 2. State the problem you (will) tackle(d). What’s the key research question? Again, in one sentence. 3. Summarize the reasons for undertaking such a study. Emphasize the research gap in the literature or rationalize the need for such a study. You could use a phrase such as “previous work has not yet...”. 4. Explain how you sought out to answer the research question. What’s your big idea? In other words, what is new, different, or important about how you approached the research? 5. How did you go about conducting the research? Provide a brief outline of the methods you used. Did you run experiments? Carry out case studies?
6. Present the main findings of the paper/thesis. Present the most important findings, results, or outcomes of your research (you can include descriptive statistics) 7. What is the key impact of your research? What conclusions did you draw and what are the implications? What is the primary take-home message?


